tion of existing data, and it stimulated the search
for documentary material by which to test the in-
ferences derived from the internal evidence of the
books themselves.

A somewhat chaotic mass of information accu-
mulated in widely scattered places, too large for
easy assimilation and at the same time insufficient
in most cases for certainty in deductions. The prob-
lems involved in the effort to understand just how
the earliest typographers worked, and what they
accomplished, became clearer as the difficulties in-
creased of reaching satisfactory answers.

The accumulated information lay fallow through
the four years of war. When the study of the ma-
terial was taken up again, about five years ago, with
minds freshened and freed of many old assump-
tions, more definite ideas and surer deductions be-
came possible. These ideas and deductions are still
far from certainties, for they have not been sub-
jected to the critical reexamination which every at-
tempt to reconstruct the past requires.

This outline aims to be a statement of facts which
have in most cases long been established, with as
much of the newer conclusions drawn from these
facts as seems to the author reasonably certain of
eventual acceptance. Controversial details have
usually been ignored, because any discussion of pros
and cons, or even an intelligible statement of the
points at issue, would destroy the proportion of the